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Reverend Delores Jackson co-founds Salsa Soul Sisters	
in New York City. It is the first organization for	

out women of color in New York City.

Salsa Soul Sisters is later renamed	
African Ancestral Lesbians United for Societal Change.

1974

Salsa Soul Sisters at a LGBT March in NYC, 1985 24

24 www.outhistory.org/wiki/Suzanne_Poli_Photos:_1981-85
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1978

Gay activist Harvey Milk is elected to the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. Milk was the lead sponsor of a successful ordinance 

that outlawed discrimination based on sexual orientation, one of the 
first and most encompassing in the nation. Ten months after taking 

office he and Mayor George Mascone are murdered in City Hall.

25 Nicoletta, Daniel. http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Harvey_Milk_in_1978_at_Mayor_Moscone%27s_Desk.jpg.

25
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1979

The National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights	
was a large political rally that took place in Washington D.C. on 
October 14, 1979. The first such march on Washington, it drew 

100,000 gay men and lesbians to demand equal civil rights.

26 Ramdriver on Flickr- http://www.flickr.com/photos/27245393@N08/2536685363/.

26
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1979

Lesbian and Gay Asian Alliance is founded in part to	
address the impact of racism on gay and lesbian	

Asian Pacific American communities.

27

27 Wagner, Eric. www.indybay.org/newsitems/2004/08/08/16913901.php.
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1980

INS announces new policy on homosexuality:	
if immigrants admit that they are homosexual to an	

INS inspector they are excluded from entering the US. 

If homosexual people deny that they are homosexual, but are later 
found out, they could be deported for perjury (lying under oath).

28 Knott, Theresa. http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Barred_ring.svg.

28
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President Obama signs into law the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crime Prevention Act, which strengthens 

existing US laws by extending federal hate crime protection 
to cases where the victim was targeted because of their sexual 

orientation, gender, disability or gender identity.

Federal hate crimes legislation initially passed in 1994 and 
increased sentencing penalties for crimes committed on	
the basis of the actual or perceived race, color, religion,	

national origin, ethnicity or sex of any person. 

48  http://www.flickr.com/photos/thirdwaythinktank/4072210995/

2009

President Obama at the Hate Crimes Signing Reception 48




